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• What are Registry Laws?
 Refresher on PMTA Process
 Main Provisions of a Typical Registry Law

• Comparison of Registry Laws Nationwide

• Implications for Public Health

• PHLC’s Resources
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THE PUBLIC HEALTH LAW CENTER

https://drawingchange.com/gathering-wisdom-visuals-for-a-healthy-future/
https://drawingchange.com/gathering-wisdom-visuals-for-a-healthy-future/
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• As of January 2026, SC has not passed an 
e-cigarette registry bill into law.

• Several attempts made to establish 
registry law, with legislation pending.

• Senate Bill 287—most recent effort, 
passed Senate with bipartisan support in 
March 2025.

• As of mid-January, S. 287 still being 
considered on House floor. 

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess126_2025-2026/prever/287_20250506.htm
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess126_2025-2026/prever/287_20250506.htm
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Refresher on the FDA’s 
PMTA Authorization Process



WHAT ARE REGISTRY LAWS?
PREMARKET TOBACCO PRODUCT APPLICATION PROCESS 
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New tobacco products need FDA authorization 
to be legally sold.

PMTA Review by the FDA
• Risks and benefits to public health
• Impact on cessation, product use uptake
• Manufacturing process and safety standards



WHAT ARE REGISTRY LAWS?
PREMARKET TOBACCO PRODUCT APPLICATION PROCESS

1/23/2026 9

FDA Action
• Marketing Granting Order (authorization)
• Marketing Denial Order (denial)
• FDA or court may stay enforcement of a denial 

order



WHAT ARE REGISTRY LAWS?
FDA PMTA PROCESS
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• As of January 2026, 39 e-cigarette 
products authorized for sale.

• Cannot legally market in United States 
   without a Marketing Granting Order.

• No official governmental channel to 
verify product’s status if denied 
authorization or if application is 
pending.

E-Cigarettes Authorized by the FDA

https://digitalmedia.hhs.gov/tobacco/hosted/Authorized-ENDS-July2025.pdf
https://digitalmedia.hhs.gov/tobacco/hosted/Authorized-ENDS-July2025.pdf
https://digitalmedia.hhs.gov/tobacco/hosted/Authorized-ENDS-July2025.pdf
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Main Provisions of a Typical Law



WHAT ARE REGISTRY LAWS?
MAIN POLICY PROVISIONS IN A TYPICAL LAW
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Va. Code Ann. § 59.1-293.15. 
Liquid nicotine and nicotine vapor product; 
directory. 

• Establishes e-cigarette product 
registry.

• Only products listed on registry may be 
sold in the state.

• Other states with typical registry laws: 
AL, AR, IA, LA, MS, NC, OK, PA, TN, 
UT, WI. 

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title59.1/chapter23.2/section59.1-293.15/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title59.1/chapter23.2/section59.1-293.15/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title59.1/chapter23.2/section59.1-293.15/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title59.1/chapter23.2/section59.1-293.15/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title59.1/chapter23.2/section59.1-293.15/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title59.1/chapter23.2/section59.1-293.15/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title59.1/chapter23.2/section59.1-293.15/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title59.1/chapter23.2/section59.1-293.15/
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Each e-cigarette manufacturer of products sold in the state shall certify:

• That the manufacturer received a marketing authorization (MGO) from the FDA;
OR

• That the product was:
– Marketed in the U.S. as of 8/8/2016; and

– Manufacturer submitted a PMTA application on or before 9/9/2020; and 

– The product application remains under review, or a final decision has not otherwise taken 
effect (e.g. a court order or FDA administrative order staying an MDO).
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MAIN POLICY PROVISIONS IN A TYPICAL LAW
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Other Main Provisions:

• Annual fees paid by manufacturer
• Compliance checks 
• Penalties incl. fines and other civil penalties 

Source: Library of Congress (public domain)

https://loc.getarchive.net/media/h-r-5518-a-bill-to-declare-february-the-twelfth-a-national-holiday
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Comparison of Registry Bills Nationwide



COMPARISON OF STATE REGISTRY LAWS/BILLS
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Industry market-share “typical” laws 
(already enacted)

More public health oriented? Other 

AL, AR, FL*, IA, KY, LA, MS, NC, NE, OK, 
PA, TN, UT, VA, WI

CA (2024)
MD (2025)

WY (2025)

California (2024 bill)
• Flavored products already 

prohibited.
• Creates an “Unflavored Tobacco 

List” of authorized products for 
retail sale.

• Other parts of bill expand on 
flavor prohibition (no flavor 
enhancers, refine definition of 
“characterizing” flavor).

Maryland (2025 bill)
• Proof of MGO or pending 

PMTA application + brand 
details, packaging and 
product details, 
marketing/advertising plans.

• $75,000 escrow account 
deposit required.

Wyoming (2025 bill)
• Not tied to MGO or pending 

PMTA application.
• Requires state licensure + 

annual certification of 
compliance with PACT Act 
and U.S. Customs inspection.

• Nonresident manufacturer 
required to post $25,000 
bond.

*FL maintains a registry but is atypical: contains list of single-use or disposable products deemed to be attractive to minors and are 
prohibited from being sold in state.



REGISTRY LAWS: 
KEY TAKEAWAYS & IMPLICATIONS FOR PUBLIC HEALTH
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Registry Laws Are Not Proven as Effective Tobacco Control Policy

 Thousands of unauthorized products are permitted on registries.

 Can divert funding and other resources away from proven tobacco control measures. 

 Do not remove flavored tobacco products from market.

 Inadequate revenue source for states.
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PHLC’s Resources on Registry Laws
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REGISTRY LAW INTERACTIVE MAP
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PHLC’s E-Cigarette 
Registry Law Map

https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/resources/state-e-cigarette-registry-bill-map
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/resources/state-e-cigarette-registry-bill-map
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/resources/state-e-cigarette-registry-bill-map
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/resources/state-e-cigarette-registry-bill-map
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REGISTRY LAW INTERACTIVE MAP
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PHLC’S RESOURCES
RECENT WEBINAR
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National Updates on E-Cigarette 
Registry Laws and Implcations 
for Public Health 

November 18, 2026

https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/webinar/national-updates-e-cigarette-registry-laws-and-implications-public-health
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/webinar/national-updates-e-cigarette-registry-laws-and-implications-public-health
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/webinar/national-updates-e-cigarette-registry-laws-and-implications-public-health
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/webinar/national-updates-e-cigarette-registry-laws-and-implications-public-health
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/webinar/national-updates-e-cigarette-registry-laws-and-implications-public-health
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/webinar/national-updates-e-cigarette-registry-laws-and-implications-public-health
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WEBINARS & BLOG POST
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Blog Post: State E-Cigarette Registry 
Bills and What to Make of Them

Webinar: E-Registry Bills and their 
Implications for Public Health

An Overview of E-cigarette Registry 
Laws and What to Make of Them

https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/commentary/240201/2/1/24-state-e-cigarette-registry-bills-and-what-make-them
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/commentary/240201/2/1/24-state-e-cigarette-registry-bills-and-what-make-them
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/commentary/240201/2/1/24-state-e-cigarette-registry-bills-and-what-make-them
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/commentary/240201/2/1/24-state-e-cigarette-registry-bills-and-what-make-them
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/webinar/e-registry-bills-and-their-implications-public-health
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/webinar/e-registry-bills-and-their-implications-public-health
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/webinar/e-registry-bills-and-their-implications-public-health
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/webinar/e-registry-bills-and-their-implications-public-health
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/webinar/vt-overview-e-cigarette-registry-laws-and-what-make-them
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/webinar/vt-overview-e-cigarette-registry-laws-and-what-make-them
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/webinar/vt-overview-e-cigarette-registry-laws-and-what-make-them
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/webinar/vt-overview-e-cigarette-registry-laws-and-what-make-them
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ICE OUT OF MN

1/22/26 - PHLC Supports Day of Truth and Freedom  
Public Health Law Center 

Resources: supporting community during ICE operations 
- Minnesota Council of Nonprofits

https://www.iceoutnowmn.com/
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/commentary/260122/1/22/26-phlc-supports-day-truth-and-freedom
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/commentary/260122/1/22/26-phlc-supports-day-truth-and-freedom
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/commentary/260122/1/22/26-phlc-supports-day-truth-and-freedom
https://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/commentary/260122/1/22/26-phlc-supports-day-truth-and-freedom
https://minnesotanonprofits.org/community-resources-ice-operations
https://minnesotanonprofits.org/community-resources-ice-operations
https://minnesotanonprofits.org/community-resources-ice-operations
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